THE MINISTER AT WORK
need arose for night shifts: and so many volunteers
offered their services that the great majority had to be
refused.
Colonel Beck is considered to be an exacting chief,
one, too, who cannot bear lack of discipline. But his
subordinates also know that he will always stand up for
them and invariably protect them from the unpleasant
consequences which sometimes arise from the execution
of their duties. Accordingly the personnel of the
Ministry uniformly testify that their collaboration with
Colonel Beck is not only pleasant and satisfying, but also
highly interesting. They trust his political wisdom and
fully accept a share in the responsibility which attaches
to his far-reaching and constructive plans.
The Minister devotes much care and attention to the
political conversations conducted by him. Although
the list of persons seeking an audience is usually exceed-
ingly long, a relatively small number of people are
received on any given day. The reason for this is that
Colonel Beck does not like haphazard, unprepared
conversations on important political affairs. Every
political conversation has the nature of a political
operation, precisely thought out, elaborated and verified
as to details. Colonel Beck is highly endowed with the
ability to conduct political conversations and remembers
the principle that * diplomacy is made by chatting/
Those who have collaborated with Colonel Beck for
some time know how many subtle points he can bring
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